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Terms of Reference 

Punt Road Public Acquisition Overlay Advisory Committee 

Advisory Committee appointed pursuant to Part 7, Section 151 of the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987 to report and recommend on whether to retain, modify 
or remove the Public Acquisition Overlays affecting Punt Road within the City of 
Stonnington. 

Version: Revised 11 August 2015 

Name 

1. The Advisory Committee is to be known as the ‘Punt Road Public Acquisition Overlay Advisory 
Committee’ 

2. The Advisory Committee is to comprise three members with strategic planning, road and transport 
planning, traffic engineering and land use economics skills. 

Purpose 

3. The purpose of the Advisory Committee is to review the future of the Public Acquisition Overlay 
(overlay) affecting properties within the City of Stonnington on the east side of Punt Road along the 
2.6 kilometres between Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra and Union Street, Windsor (Attachment) by 
seeking input from affected landowners, stakeholders and agencies and to recommend to the 
Minister for Planning whether to retain, modify or remove the overlay. 

Background 

4. Punt Road/Hoddle Street is one of Melbourne’s busiest and most congested key arterial roads. Punt 
Road/Hoddle Street links Clifton Hill/the Eastern Freeway in the north with St Kilda 
Junction/Dandenong Road in the south and provides regional road access to many State significant 
facilities. 

5. Punt Road is a declared State arterial road and is used by around 33,000 vehicles per day1.  It forms a 
boundary between the Cities of Melbourne and Stonnington.  

6. This review relates to Punt Road south of the Yarra River within the City of Stonnington which is 
narrower than Punt Road/ Hoddle Street north of the Yarra River. 

7. The original 1954 planning scheme identified the intention to widen the east side of Punt Road 
between Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra and Union Street, Windsor.  A 20 metre wide overlay for 
proposed road widening affecting 140 properties is included in the Stonnington Planning Scheme.  
The overlay also affects 49 and 51 Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra (refer attachment ). 

8. The purpose of a overlay is: 

 “To implement the State Planning Policy Framework and the Local Planning Policy Framework, 
including the Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning policies. 

                                                      
1
 Source: VicRoads two way traffic count Punt Road (South Yarra) between Alexandra Avenue and Domain Road (2013) - 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/traffic-and-road-use/road-network-and-performance/road-use-and-performance  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/traffic-and-road-use/road-network-and-performance/road-use-and-performance
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 To identify land which is proposed to be acquired by a Minister, public authority or municipal 
council. 

 To reserve land for a public purpose and to ensure that changes to the use or development of 
the land do not prejudice the purpose for which the land is to be acquired. 

 To designate a Minister, public authority or municipal council as an acquiring authority for land 
reserved for a public purpose.” 2 

9. VicRoads has the power to compulsorily acquire properties within the overlay if required as it is the 
nominated acquisition authority.  The provisions of the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 
and the Planning and Environment Act 1987 provide landowners with access to compensation due to 
the overlay being in place.  This includes compensation for loss on sale and refusal of a planning 
permit by council if directed by VicRoads as a referral authority.  

10. VicRoads has purchased a small number of affected properties and no funding has been allocated for 
construction of the road widening to date.  

11. The Government wishes to provide certainty about this matter as some affected property owners 
wish to plan for the future of their properties and are concerned about whether the road widening 
will be going ahead. 

Method 

12. The Advisory Committee must undertake the review in accordance with the following four stages but 
may inform itself in any other way it sees fit: 

Stage 1: VicRoads Background Report 

13. VicRoads has been requested to prepare a background report to provide base information to assist 
with this review.  The background report will include information about: 

 the history of and background to the road widening/ the overlay 

 detailed mapping of the overlay 

 the current and projected traffic volumes for all modes of transport, including pedestrian, 
cyclist, car, heavy and public transport along and near Punt Road 

 the current and projected regional road and transport network operation 

 the current and possible future configurations of Punt Road with and without the overlay 

 the current land use and built form of land subject to the overlay 

 the current public transport along and crossing Punt Road 

 the current planning controls 

 the benefits (advantages) and costs (disadvantages) of retaining the overlay 

 the benefits (advantages) and costs (disadvantages) of removing the overlay, including possible 
alternate road and transport network response 

 whether any modifications to the overlay are necessary. 

14. This report must be made public and be available on the Department’s website. 

  

                                                      
2
 Clause 45.01 Stonnington Planning Scheme 
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Stage 2: VicRoads Options Report 

15. VicRoads is preparing an Options Report that will expand on the Background Report by including 
traffic modelling and projections for various future options along Punt Road. 

16. This report must be made public and be available on the Department’s website prior to commencing 
Stage 3. 

Stage 3: Request for Submissions 

17. Following the release of the Options Report, the Advisory Committee must invite and consider 
submissions from: 

 all landowners along both sides of Punt Road between Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra and 
Union Street, Windsor 

 the Cities of Stonnington, Melbourne, Yarra and Port Phillip 

 relevant agencies (including VicRoads, Public Transport Victoria, the Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources, and Heritage Victoria) 

 any other persons or organisations that the Advisory Committee see fit 

18. The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning will assist the Advisory Committee to 
notify these persons and organisations by letter and through advertisements in local newspapers 
circulating in the area.  Planning Panels Victoria will receive and store all submissions. 

Stage 4: Public Hearing 

19. The Advisory Committee must hold a public hearing inviting submitters to present their submissions.  
In holding the public hearing, the Advisory Committee is bound by the rules of natural justice but 
may regulate its own proceedings by: 

 Limiting the time for presentations by persons or organisations appearing before it 

 Prohibiting or regulating cross examination. 

20. The conduct of the public hearing must be managed by the Chairperson.  The Chairperson may 
regulate proceedings in a manner that he/she considers appropriate to best allow the Advisory 
Committee to inform itself, and may give directions as to the conduct of the public hearing. 

21. In scheduling the public hearing, the Advisory Committee must provide any submitter a reasonable 
opportunity to make submissions on a public hearing matter, having regard to both its task and time 
requirements under the Act. 

22. The form of the presentation of any submissions which the Advisory Committee will be provided with 
may be the subject of direction by the Advisory Committee. 

23. Questioning of submitters and any expert witnesses must be controlled, and conducted primarily, by 
the Advisory Committee.  At its discretion the Advisory Committee may accept questions received 
either verbally or in writing from participants at the public hearing.  The Advisory Committee may 
prohibit or regulate such cross-examination if it considers that it is necessary or appropriate to do so 
in order to assist it to undertake its task. 

24. VicRoads must be given an opportunity to respond to submissions made during the public hearing at 
the conclusion of the public hearing. 

Stage 5: Advisory Committee Report 

25. In considering whether to recommend retaining, modifying or removing the overlay, the Advisory 
Committee must consider: 
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 the VicRoads background report 

 the VicRoads options report 

 the views of submitters included in their submissions and stated at the public hearings 

 relevant documents including the Stonnington Planning Scheme, the Network Operating Plan 
for Stonnington, the Principle Bicycle Network, public transport strategic plans, and heritage 
reports. 

 the effect on the long term planning and operation of the arterial road system in the region for 
all users. 

26. The Advisory Committee may operate with a quorum of at least two members, one of whom must be 
the Chairperson. 

27. The Advisory Committee may ask the Minister for Planning to vary these terms of reference prior to 
submission of its report. 

Outcomes and Timing 

28. The Advisory Committee must submit a written report to the Minister for Planning, including: 

 a summary and an analysis of the submissions received and a list of those consulted 

 an analysis of the issues identified by the Committee 

 recommendations to retain, modify or remove the overlay 

 any other related matters that the Advisory Committee sees fit. 

29. The indicative timelines for the review are: 

Stage Indicative Timeline 

1. Advisory Committee receives VicRoads Background Report 
for public release 

Date of release 
Expected mid August 2015 

2. Advisory Committee receives VicRoads Options Report for 
public release 

Date of release 
Expected October 2015 

3. Request for submissions issued + 1 month 

4. Public hearing commenced + 1 months 

5. Advisory Committee Report sent to Minister for Planning + 3 months3 

Submissions and the Advisory Committee report will be public documents 

30. The Advisory Committee must retain a library of any written submissions or other supporting 
documentation provided to it in electronic form. 

31. Any written submissions or other supporting documentation provided to the Advisory Committee 
must be available for public inspection in electronic format until the submission of its report, unless 
the Advisory Committee specifically directs that the material is to remain ‘in camera’. 

32. The full report and recommendations of the Advisory Committee will be made public along with the 
decision of the Minister for Planning. 

                                                      
3
 The Advisory Committee must submit its written report with recommendations to the Minister for Planning as soon as practicable but no later 

than 40 business days from the completion of its hearings. 
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Fees 

33. Fees for the Advisory Committee will be set at the current rate for a panel appointed under Part 8 of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

34. The costs of the Advisory Committee and any necessary research will be met by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

Project Manager 

35. Department of Environment, Land, Water and Plan and Planning Panels Victoria will provide 
administrative and professional support to the Committee.  The Advisory Committee may engage 
additional administrative and/or professional support if required with the prior approval of the 
Deputy Secretary Planning, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

36. Day to day liaison for the Advisory Committee will be through Greta Grivas of Planning Panels 
Victoria on telephone 03 8392 6393 and e-mail greta.grivas@delwp.vic.gov.au. 

37. Day to day liaison for the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning will be through 
Andrew Widdicombe, Principal Project Manager on telephone 03 9094 8442 and e-mail 
andrew.widdicombe@delwp.vic.gov.au. 

 

 

mailto:jessica.cutting@delwp.vic.gov.au
mailto:andrew.widdicombe@delwp.vic.gov.au
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Attachment: Maps showing Public Acquisition Overlay along Punt Road 
(Stonnington Planning Scheme) 
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